
STATE OF CONNECTICUT
Department of Environmental Protection
79 Ehn Street, Hartfor~ CT 06106

Arthur J. Rocque Jr.,
Commissioner

TO: Sue Jacobson, E.A. III
DEP/Office of Long Island Sound Programs

FROM: Douglas Glowacki, E.A. III
DEPlInland Water Resources Division

DATE: October 1, 2003

RE: Winter Storms in Long Island Sound

At your request, I have researched the historical effects of winter storms within Long Island
Sound in the area of the Thimble Islands. In a typical winter storm season (November 1 st to April

1 st) there are 2 -3 Northeasters (strong low pressure systems) that cause significant wave action
and storm surge on Long Island Sound. The area in and around the thimble islands should
anticipate 2 -3 storm events between November 1st and April 1st of this year. Each of these
events can be expected to result in 4 -6 foot waves (propagating from the Southeast or East) and
a stonn surge of2.5 -3.5 feet. Some rip currents can also be expected near coastlines. These
conditions typically last for 12 -24 hours.

In rare cases, such as the December Northeaster of 1992, the thimbles can expect 6 -8 foot
waves, a 4 -5 foot storm surge and easterly winds as high as 50 mph for a period of24 -36
hours with dangerous rip currents and significant erosion of coastal beaches and dunes. The 1992
storm has a 2.5% chance of occurring during each winter season.

Any contractor should be prepared to secure their equipment with as little as 12 hours notice of an
approaching storm, and should also have an emergency evacuation plan for people and equipment
should a major winter storm affect the area.
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Shellfish and finfish faJ'mers i.o
Connecticut are e~"'ble for federal
~op-disaster relief funds, according
10 a law passed by Congress and
signed by President Bush on Sept.
23, 1992.

Aariculture bas long been able
to seek financial assistance for
crops lost due to natural di~
but those "fam1ing the $ca" 'have
n~t had that opportunity until now.
There are actually two federal pro-
gfams, adminis~d ~ the USpA
Agricultural Stabili1;ation Jnd COn~
servauon St:rvi~ that now include
aquacultUre as pan of their scope.
This news couldn't have come at a
~ time for tho~ involved in
Cpnnecticut shellfish aquaculture. ,
; The stonn that rav~ the state'

~. 11-13, battering the coastline
w~th hurri~ne-strength winds, '
ca-used tremendous damage not $lOO.(XXJ in federal funds to help' lands or to
ol)ly to homes but also to many' compensate them for their losses. damaged by ...~tural dj.,asters,"
~fish ~Q$. The storm waves The Crop Loss Disaster Program, so that the lands can be returned to
!1foved around a lot of sand that applying to production lost to a nat- agriC\llturaJ productivity.
buried the oys~ causing them to ural disas1er d~ .particu1Ar
sUffocate or roaking them impossi- ~,is hardly a "windfall govern- ed
b~ to harv~t. ment prOgx'aJn-"

; Although damage assessments However, some assistance is
a~ still under way or have not yet certainly better than none at an and A decision is pending on just bow
t~~n place due to adverse weather it will fulfill its main purpose -to aquaculturc fits into the definition
conditions and the typical holiday help shellfish fanners get back on of "farmland."
demand for oystm, a nwnrer of tI-ack in provj~ food to consum. The approval PfOCCS$ that ena.
sijtl1fish farmers have ap~tly ers. In Connecticut, applications for bled aquaculture production losses
sUffered devamting losses of oys- relief stemming from this stonn to be eligible for these tWo USDA
1~, will provide. the penonnel of the federal usi$Wlt:e programs reflects

': The state's natural seed beds -; regional Agricultw"dl Stabilization the growing recognition of the sig--
l~te.d ne:ar the mouth; of the Hou- and. ~on~tio:n Servict: offices, nificant ,contributions by. ~ aqua-
sa~O~lC River -sustained damage fan1iJW With dBiIy ~l3tions and culture mdustfy in proVtdin, fooa
a~, well. Seed oyslm (young quar- 'traditional land-based crops, with to conS\lro~ and its ~tance as

I ter-sized oysters) harvested from an education in fanning a product a sector ofmains~ agriculture.
I t~se beds are transplanted to that takes 4 to 5 years to reach mar- The initiaJ applications receivec

&r1)wout grounQ$, eliminating the ket size and that you can't see until by the ASCS from aquaculturistS
n~ to buy seed from out of state it is harvested. (Is an Oy$ter more will serve as test cases. .hel~ to
0* from ha~heri~. The S?te and :~iKe a ~f or a cow, in ~5 of\ost define ~e previously undefine<1

i 1.tt; shellfiSh Industry have invested producnop,!) and pavIng the way for further rec:-
a ~ot of time and money into en~ Good records \11111 be invaluable oWlition and fcde1'a1 assistance for
h4ncing these beds and only time to a prospective applicant, in terms this industrY. While this new law
wi1l tell how badly the beds were 'of projecting losses. Applicants bc~ts aquaculture nationwide, on
affected. have to delnonstrate that the losses a local note, Jet's hope that Con-

I Preliminary estimat~ of losses oreutred due to the natural disaster necticut's shellfish farmers are suo-
~vidtd to Goy. Lowell P. and not because of poor manage- cessful in: their bid for recompense
Weicker Jr. right after the stonn by ment. from the stann of December 1992.
t~Aquaculture Division totalled The second ASCS proaram that -.
$ million. S~ some of the prob- can assist aquacutturi$tS, albeit not Editor'.- ,N(lU .,-- On Lor18 Is..
Ie s might not beoomc evident ~ctivdy, i, the Emergency lcmd Sound appears euery (It her
u~til this spring, as more thorough Conservation p~ This pro- week in the Sunday Post Nancy
~;e assessments are made, this

CONNECl1W1'POST Sunday, J


